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icking up pawpaw’s; put ‘em in a basket;
way down yonder in the pawpaw patch.”
A chorus from an early day American
folk song reminds me of when I helped my
mom pick grapes from vines hanging off trees
along a fence line out in the pasture. We would
get up early in the morning while it was still
cool, load up a ladder and buckets in the back
of the pickup and drive out to the pasture and
commence picking grapes. When we picked
what we could from the ground, we would back
the pickup to the vines and pick from the tail
gate and to get even higher put the ladder on
the back of the truck and pick from the ladder.
After we picked all we could we’d head home
and begin the process of getting them ready
to make jelly. We had to pick each grape off
the stem, wash and then cook them. When
the skin loosened up from the pulp we would
drain the water using a colander then mash the
pulp to remove the juice. We would then strain

the juice through a strainer and/or fine cloth to
remove all the residue till we had a clean purple
liquid. Next step was to bring the juice to a
rolling boil, add the sugar and sure-jell and cook
it till it thickened. After it thickened to the right
consistency, we poured it into jars and put the
lids on. While it cooled, we would listen for the
lid to pop to ensure that it sealed. My father in
law made wine with his grapes. After removing
the stems, he would place them in a suitable
container, mash them and let them sit covered
with a cheese cloth for 5 days. Any residue was
skimmed off the top and water stirred in. After
10 days, it was strained to remove the pulp.
More water was added to the pulp, stirred and
strained. A 5-gallon glass jug was filled with 2
to 2 1/2 gallons of the juice and 2 ½ pounds
of sugar was added and stirred until dissolved.
Water was added to fill the jug. The jug is not
closed until all pulp works its way out of the
jug. After all the pulp is worked out a bubbler
is placed on the jug. This device allows gases to
escape while the juice is doing its magic. This
process takes 30 to 60 days. You knew when it
was ready after the bubbling has stopped. After
this process was complete it would be ready for
bottling and enjoyment.
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Fraud
Reward

If you know someone who commits
insurance fraud, speak up! Stopping
fraudulent activity helps keep premiums
down. If you know someone who
commits arson or theft of property
insured by RVOS, let us know. If that
person is convicted, you could receive a
reward up to $500.

Online Payments
The RVOS Insurance Group has
implemented a new online payment
method on all policies that have
been converted into the new policy
management system. Details about
how to pay online using electronic
check or credit card can be found on
your invoice. We accept electronic
funds transfer (EFT) or credit card
payment through Visa, Mastercard,
American Express or Discover. For more
information about online payments,
contact your agent.

Fee Schedule
The following RVOS fee schedule is
being provided for your information
and convenience.
Annual Policy Fee - $25.00
Quarterly Fee - $5.00 per quarter
Monthly Draft Fee - $1.00 per month
Late Fee - $25.00 per policy

From the President
Greetings and dobrý den,
Well, school is now dismissed and the
hot weather is here which means long summer
days, family vacations, increased activity at the
parks and lakes and generally more people out
and about for relaxation and to take advantage
of some well deserved time off. Everyone
should make sure they incorporate safety into
whatever extracurricular event it is we choose to
participate in.
The 85th Texas Legislature has now come
to a close and if you haven’t taken the opportunity
to witness the process of lawmaking in Austin,
you should. With technology as it is today, every
committee hearing, every floor debate and every
bill that is voted on that has an effect on all of
our daily lives, can be viewed in real time. We all
should monitor the actions and behavior of our
elected representatives and be involved in the
decisions they make on our behalf and make sure
they know we are paying attention. Thousands
upon thousands of bills are filed every two years
by State Representatives and State Senators.
Some of these bills are good, some are not so
good but without ill intention and some are
downright bad, that if somehow voted into law
could have a profound and negative impact on
our daily lives.
One very important law that did pass was
HB 1774 which was directed at curbing the
solicitation of homeowners to sue their insurance
carriers following a hail or other weather event
in any given area. The practice of recruiting
willing participants is being used to exploit Texas
families and businesses in the latest version of
ambulance chasing by a few unscrupulous bad
actors in order to reap hundreds of millions of
dollars in attorney fees. These abusive lawsuits

are jeopardizing not only the affordability but
the availability of property insurance across the
state. We have all had to pitch in and pay for the
greed exhibited by a small group of people who
seek to take advantage of loopholes in our laws
which take years for lawmakers to close. A lot
of work has been required by a lot of people at a
substantial cost to try and stop or at least slow
down this activity. Usually by the time enough
information is gathered for action to be taken by
legislators in changing those laws, the damage
is already done in the form of higher insurance
premiums.
The annual meetings of our Local Lodges
will begin after July 1st and with the 30th RVOS
General State Convention scheduled to take
place in Waco June 17-18, 2018, it is time to
elect member Delegates and their Alternates to
attend the Convention. The Delegates you elect
this fall will convene next year to review and vote
on changes to the RVOS By-Laws in addition
to ratification of Home Office Officer positions
considered in good standing and approved by
the Board of Directors. If you are interested in
participating as a Delegate representing your
Local Lodge at the Convention, you should make
sure your name is included for consideration
when the elections take place. Each Local
Lodge is entitled to one Delegate for every 200
members. Delegates will continue to serve from
this Convention until the next Convention, attend
district meetings to elect District Directors, ByLaw Committee members and alternates to both
positions in addition to voting on any referendum
items that may arise. Lodges which fail to send a
Delegate to the Convention are not allowed to
participate in the district meetings and receive a
reduced amount of lodge support funds from the
Home Office. So please attend your Local Lodge
meeting and exercise your vote.
Sincere regards and mít bezpečné a šťastné léto.
President
RVOS Farm Mutual Insurance

WILEY SHOCKLEY
President
RVOS Farm Mutual
Insurance
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LODGEMEETINGS
Date:
Time:
Place:

Note:
RSVP:

Marak-Cameron Lodge 13
Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 1, 2017
2:00 p.m.
Marak Parish Center, 5 miles
northwest of Cameron FM 2269
Marak, TX
Register for door prizes between
1:00-2:00 p.m. Meal and refreshments
following meeting
by September 27 to Agnes Kostroun
254-697-2830

Silva-Weimer Lodge 59
Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, September 24, 2017
Time: 11:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Meal Served
Place: K C Hall
Weimer, TX

Rydel-West Lodge 45
Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, October 8, 2017
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Place: Old KC Hall
West, TX
Notes: Meal and door prizes

Yoakum-Svoboda Lodge 74
Date: Sunday, October 1, 2017
Time: 11:30 a.m. Social
12:30 p.m. Meal & Meeting
Place: Harry O'Gibson Center
Yoakum, TX

Houston Lodge 108
Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, October 8, 2017
Time: 2:00 p.m. meeting
Meal to follow
Place: SPJST Lodge 88 Annex Bldg.
1735 Beal St.
Houston, TX

Date:
Time:
Place:
RSVP:
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Holland Lodge 83
Annual Meeting
Date: September 10, 2017
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Place: Holland SPJST Hall #80

Ragsdale Lodge 117
Annual Meeting
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Casa Jalisco Restaurant
1706 N. Laurent St.
Victoria, TX.

Percilla Lodge 190
Annual Meeting
Thursday, September 21, 2017
5:00 p.m. Social
6:00 p.m. Meeting
Offices of Financial Insurance Services
350 FM 228
Grapeland, TX
Mike Goolsby 936-687-2419

In Sympathy

Frenstat Lodge 54
Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, September 24, 2017
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: Frenstat Recreation Center
8640 FM 2774
Caldwell, TX
Notes: Catered meal and bingo

Date:
Time:
Place:
RSVP:

Shillerville Lodge 55
Annual Meeting
Date: Thursday, October 5, 2017
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Jalisco Restaurant
1706 Laurent St.
Victoria, TX

Crosby Lodge 85
Date: Saturday, September 9, 2017
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Place: China Ko
13815 FM 2100
Crosby, TX
RSVP: Letha Strouhal 281-426-3697
Austin Lodge 150
Annual Meeting
Sunday, September 17, 2017
4:00 p.m.
Pok-e-Jo’s Smokehouse
2121 W. Parmer Lane
Austin, TX
John Ermis 512-258-8397 or Beno
Hellinger 512-452-9748 by September 13.

Panhandle Lodge 194
Annual Meeting
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: Washington Avenue Christian Church
Fellowship Hall
Amarillo, TX

Angie Wenske Lodge 84 President
Larry Podsednik Lodge 106 President
Ernest H. Motloch Sr. Past Lodge 150 President

LodgeNews
LODGE 21
East Bernard Lodge 21 recently awarded 3 high
school seniors scholarships in the amount of $1000
each. Applicants are required to have parents
with an active RVOS policy in Lodge 21, submit a
minimum 200-word essay on a topic provided by
the Lodge Secretary, and provide a copy of their
high school transcript. Scholarship committee
members who are chosen at the annual lodge
meeting meet to select the scholarship winners.
This year’s recipients were Kenzie Floyd who plans
to attend Wharton County Junior College and
Texas State is the daughter of Mark and Kim Floyd,
Joshua Mica plans to attend University of Houston
is the son of Gerald and Natalie Mica, and Lindsey
Matej is planning to attend Wharton County Junior
College is the daughter of Michael and Jennifer
Matej. Lodge 21 is proud of this year's scholarship Pictured (L-R): Kenzie Floyd, Joshua
recipients, and wishes them all the best in their Mica and Lindsey Matej.
future academic endeavors!

LODGE 51 & LODGE 147
Ennis Lodge 51 and Sonoma-Ennis Lodge 147 held their annual party on Saturday, March 25 at the
SPJST Lodge 25 in Ennis. Members enjoyed a BBQ, klobase meal with all the trimmings. The Legend
Oaks Band played for entertainment. Local volunteer fire departments Garrett, Central High and
Bristol were each presented with a check.

Pictured front row (L-R): Bristol VFD Clayton
Wherely, Central VFD Greg Newman, District
6 Director Rhonda Steelman, Garrett VFD
Patrick Mach and Randy Thomas. Back row
(L-R): Lodge 147 President Keith Kapavik and
Lodge 51 President Linda Trojacek.

Pictured (L-R): District 6 Director Rhonda
Steelman, retired agent Johnnie I Krajca and
Back row (L-R): Lodge 51 agents Margaret
Krajca and Allis Droste.

LODGE 25
San Angelo Lodge 25 Officers and spouses met
in an executive meeting to choose scholarship
recipients from those students who applied to
the lodge scholarship program.

Pictured (L-R): Lodge President Leonard Jansa,
Agent Mary Shockley, Lodge Vice President
Janelle Shockley, Agent Patti Pool, Jack Pool,
Agent Ryan Thoma, Lodge Secretary Charlene
Dusek, Eugene Dusek, Agent Josh Shockley,
Ryan Jansa and Sandra Jansa.

On March 23 San Angelo Lodge 25 donated
to the Firefighter Games. Pictured (L-R): Agent
Patti Pool, Lodge Secretary Charlene Dusek,
Vice President Janelle Shockley, President
Leonard Jansa and Agent Ryan Thoma. Not
available for the picture were Agent Mary
Shockley, Agent Josh Shockley and Firefighter
Games representative Mason Mathews.

Pictured (L-R): Lodge 147 Vice President Joe
Block, Lodge 147 President Keith Kapavik, Lodge
51 Secretary Betty Macalik and Lodge 147
Secretary John Marek.
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LODGE 157

LODGE 55

Shillerville Lodge 55 held their annual meeting
on April 23. Marilyn Kabela was presented with
a card and gift to honor her for her many years
of service as Lodge Secretary. She retired in
January. A donation was also presented to the
DeCosta Volunteer Fire Department.
Pictured (L-R): Lodge President Beatrice Neisser
and retiring Lodge Secretary Maryilyn Kabela.

Pictured (L-R): Lodge Vice President Gay Revel,
Lodge President Beatrice Neisser, Lodge
Secretary Kenneth Vanek, District 4 Director
Dennis Vanek and retiring Lodge Secretary
Marilyn Kabela.

Pictured (L-R): Lodge Vice President Gay Revel,
Lodge President Beatrice Neisser, DeCosta VFD
Tommy West, Lodge Secretary Kenneth Vanek
and District 4 Director Dennis Vanek.

Bronte Lodge 157 donated $250 to the Concho
Valley Home for Girls to go towards their
fundraiser, the 10th Annual Nelson McGee
Memorial Bluegrass Festival, which was held
April 7-8 in San Angelo, TX. It will also benefit
the Childrens Emergency Shelter. Pictured
(L-R): Agent Ricky D. Rogers and Director of
the Concho Valley Home for Girls Sammye
Ruppeck.

LODGE 167

LODGE 127
Jourdanton Lodge 127 held their Spring Social on May 6 at the Jourdanton Community Center.
During the social the lodge presented donations to four county organizations.

Pictured front row (L-R): Poteet Project Graduation Representative Andrea Griffin,
Jourdanton Project Graduation Representatives Chase Murphy and Becky Murphy, Relay for
Life Representative Gail Dale, and Pleasanton Project Graduation Representative Sabrina
Steenbeke. Back row (L-R): Lodge Vice President John Muckleroy, President Bobby Tymrak,
Secretary Bettie House, Agent Janice Favor and District 4 Director Dennis Vanek.
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On April 21, Navarro County Lodge 167 awarded
three scholarships. Tina Santuario will be
attending Navarro College studying Criminal
Justice, Chelsea Vandiver will be attending and
playing softball for Navarro College pursuing a
degree in Occupational Therapy and Skylar Kirk
will be attending Navarro College pursuing an
Associates Degree in nursing and transferring
to Tarleton with plans to obtain her Bachelor
of Science in Nursing. Pictured (L-R): Tina
Santuario, Agent Denise Brown, Chelsea
Vandiver and Skylar Kirk.

LodgeNews
Dorothy Kapavik
Moore Celebrates
90th Birthday!

LODGE 189

LODGE 232

Bosque Lodge 189 donated $350 to the food
drive in Bosque County on November 18,
2016. Pictured (L-R): Agent Johnnie Gaidusek
and Lodge member Jean Brown.

Richardson No Bull Lodge 232 and RVOS
Insurance sponsored two fundraising events.
One was for Randy Sams a homeless shelter
in Texarkana held December 28, 2016 and the
other a Turkey Trot 5k run for the Atlanta
hospital held November 19, 2016
Pictured (L-R): Dorothy Moore and Lodge
Secretary Margaret Whiteside.

LODGE 216
Central Texas Lodge 216 presented donations
to the Hico Baseball Association for the
purchase of a field drag and attachments and
to the Friends of Hamilton ISD for teacher
Brenda Armstrong’s classroom needs.
Pictured (L-R): Randy Sams director Jennifer
Laurent, Lodge Secretary/Agent Cheryl
Richardson and Maria Eseshedo..

Pictured (L-R): HBA President Jason Finch, Agent
Angela Tubbs and Lodge President Boyd Holley.

Pictured: Lodge President/Agent Jerry Richardson.
Pictured (L-R): FoHISD officer Dawn Johnson,
Lodge 216 Agent Angela Tubbs, RVOS Lodge
Member and HISD teacher Brenda Armstrong,
and FoHISD officer Christina Rudolph.

Dorothy Kapavik Moore, a lifelong member of
RVOS Lodge 109, celebrated her 90th birthday in
December at the Lodge 109 Family Christmas Day
held at Geneva Hall. Cake was served in her honor
as well as the singing of Happy Birthday. She was
also honored with a presentation given by Lodge
109 Vice President and Agent Johnnie Gaidusek.
Dorothy served more than 55 years on the Lodge
Entertainment Committee as well as many years
as Lodge President, Vice President and numerous
times as a Delegate to RVOS Conventions.
She was also given a surprise party attended by
60 guests of family and friends at the home of
her daughter and son-in-law, Kathy and Wayne
Rossi, in Dripping Springs, TX. A luncheon, cake,
video presentation, banner and lots of balloons,
laughter and fun were enjoyed by all.
Those not able to attend from other areas sent
gifts and cards helping to make her feel so loved
and appreciated!
Dorothy was born and raised in West, Texas by her
parents, Louis and Mary Kapavik. She now resides
in Lorena, Texas. She has 2 daughters, Cynthia
Oswald of Waco and Kathy Rossi of Dripping
Springs. She also has 4 grandchildren and 4 (soon to
be 6 due to impending twins) great grandchildren.
The best present of all received by those in
attendance of both celebrations was the look
of surprise and happiness on her face to the
cheering and singing of Happy 90th Birthday
Dorothy!
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Applications for Elected

District Positions

Every four years at their respective district meeting delegates from
the district will elect a District Director, an Alternate District Director,
a By-law Committee member and an Alternate By-law Committee
l

l

l
l

l

The member must have been a member in the Association for at least three
years immediately prior to being elected.
The member must have been a member in the district for which he/she is
elected at least one year prior to being elected, and must reside within those
district boundaries at all times.
The member must hold at least $3,000 of insurance with the Association.
The member must not be related to any member of the Board within the
third degree as dictated by Section 573.002 of the Texas Government Code.
If the member owns his/her own home, that home must be insured by the
Association in order to be eligible to serve as a Director, By-law Committee
member or Alternate to either position.

are now available

member. District meetings are held in the district’s set election year, which
is staggered by district.By-law Committee member. District meetings are held in
the district’s set election year, which is staggered by district.
l

l

l

l
l

The member must not be an officer of any other fire or extended coverage
insurance company. If he/she becomes an officer of such company after being
elected, he/she automatically resigns from that position.
The member must meet other qualifications as outlined in the Conflict of
Interest Statement or as set by the Association.
The member must never have had a license for any professional designation
placed on probation, denied, suspended, revoked, canceled or non-renewed
by any state or regulatory body.
The member must never have been disciplined or fined by a state department
or other regulatory body.
The member must never have been convicted of, pled guilty or nolo contender
(no contest) to any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or to any felony.

Application Process
The following documents must be submitted to the Home Office at least 45 days prior to the district meeting:
l Application
l Signed Conflict of Interest Form
l PreCheck Disclosure and Authorization for background check
l Signed Exposure and Fiduciary Duty Form
Applications for District 5 must be received at the Home Office on or before September 13, 2017.
Applications for District 7 must be received at the Home Office on or before September 13, 2017.

Julius & Jeannie Dubcak Celebrate 50th
Wedding Anniversary
District 2 Director Julius Dubcak and his wife Jeannie celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary at Seaton Star Hall on April 29 with a meal and dance. Music was provided
by Jerry Haisler and the Melody Five and the Vrazel Polka Band.
Jeannie Rockco married Julius Dubcak on May 6, 1967 in the Brethren Church in
Nelsonville, TX. They met while both were working in Houston. Jeannie is from
Pascagoula, MS. Julius grew up in the community of Red Ranger in East Bell county.
They have lived in Houston, Waco, on the farm at Red Ranger, Austin and currently
Many friends were in attendance to help celebrate this
reside in Pflugerville TX.
special occasion. Pictured (L-R): Mary Shockley, Julius and
Jeannie Dubcak and RVOS President Wiley Shockley.
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District Meetings Scheduled
Delegates seated at the 2014 Convention will attend their
district meeting to elect the District Director,
By-Law Committee or Respective Alternate for their district.

DISTRICT 5 MEETING

DISTRICT 7 MEETING

Saturday, October 28, 2017
10:00 a.m.
The Courtyard at Marriott
4350 Ridgemont Dr
Abilene TX 79606

Saturday, October 28, 2017
10:00 a.m.
Phillips Event Center at Briarcrest
1929 Country Club Dr.,
Bryan, TX 77802

Representing Lodges

Representing Lodges

Abilene Lodge 20
Pokrok Flats-San Angelo Lodge 25
Amarillo Lodge 33
Pokrok Plains-Lubbock Lodge 37
Gerick-Stamford Lodge 89
Seymour Lodge 91
Pokrok Rolniku-Wichita Falls Lodge 93
Bomarton Lodge 95
Dougherty Lodge 116
Pokrok Thalia-Crowell Lodge 137
Lake Brownwood Lodge 154
St. Lawrence Lodge 155
Sweetwater Lodge 156
Bronte Lodge 157
Permian Basin-Seminole Lodge 164
Rotan Lodge 175
Buchanan Dam Lodge 181
Vernon Lodge 186
Panhandle Lodge 194
West Texas Lodge 204
Cisco Lodge 212
San Saba Lodge 218

Buckholts Lodge 4
Rosebud Lodge 8
Novy Tabor-Caldwell Lodge 9
Marak-Cameron Lodge 13
Snook Lodge 31
Frenstat Lodge 54
Bremond Lodge 71
Cameron Lodge 73
Nova Morava-Bryan Lodge 79
Olomouc-Bryan Lodge 81
Leonard-Bryan Lodge 92
Forest Glade-Mexia Lodge 124
Rockdale Lodge 149
Trinity Lodge 166
Cherokee Lodge 174
Tyler Lodge 178
Percilla Lodge 190
Waskom Lodge 222

TAMIC Legislative Day
in Austin
A large contingent of representatives from the Texas Association of
Mutual Insurance Companies attended a day at the Capitol in Austin.
Their purpose was to promote the necessity of maintaining the services
provided to the citizens of Texas by farm mutual insurance companies
and the need to address lawsuit abuse to help keep property insurance
affordable, as well as available to consumers.

Pictured (L-R): RVOS District 2 Director Julius Dubcak, RVOS Corporate
Secretary Jamie Smith, District 55 State Representative Hugh Shine and
RVOS President Wiley Shockley.

RVOS/SPJST Joint Sponsorship

TCHCC

RVOS donated to the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center on April
22 in LaGrange at the TOCA (Texans of Czech Ancestry) banquet. Pictured
(L-R): Charles Chandler, District 2 Director Julius Dubcak, District 7 Director
Wayne Wilson, Linda Wilson, TCHCC President Retta Chandler, District
4 Director Dennis Vanek, District 3 Director Thomas Stavinoha, Donna
Stavinoha and TOCA President Kevin Kana.

RVOS and SPJST were co-sponsors of the 13th Annual Texas Polka Music
Festival held in March at Seaton Star Hall. Music was provided by the
All-Around Czechs and the Czech Melody Masters who played for a
packed house. Pictured: Clyde Cantrell of the Texas Polka Music Museum
accepting sponsorship checks from RVOS President Wiley Shockley (left)
and SPJST President Brian Vanicek (right).
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RVOS Service Pins
began her career as a Policy Typist. In 1992, she transferred to an Underwriter position, in 2003 Marketing
Manager and in 2007 she became Underwriting Manager. D’Nea resides in Florence with her husband
James Alexander. She is a 1985 graduate of Oakland High School in Oakland, Iowa. In her spare-time
she enjoys dancing, being outdoors, hunting, traveling and spending time with family and friends. We
congratulate D’Nea and wish her many more years of service with RVOS.

20 YEARS

Lisa Keis was recognized April 1 for her 15 years of employment with RVOS. She has been in the
insurance industry since 1982 and began her career with RVOS as an Underwriter for Priority One and
NCI. She served in this capacity for 6 years before transferring to RVOS as an Underwriter in April
2008. She now serves as Personal Lines Underwriter for Priority One Insurance Company. Lisa has been
blessed with 2 sons, 4 grandchildren and a special angel. She and her husband Bill live in Temple. Her
greatest pleasure is spending time with her grandchildren and family. Her hobbies include scrapbooking,
crossword puzzles and shopping. We congratulate Lisa and wish her many more years of faithful service.

15 YEARS

Becky Wilson was recognized April 23 for her 5 years of employment with RVOS. She began her
career as Receptionist and very shortly after that she moved to the Accounting Department. She plays
very many rolls for her department, but her main objective is Agent Payroll. She is a graduate of Rogers
High School and Temple College. Becky lives in Jarrell, TX with her husband Kyle and daughter Zanely.
She enjoys working out at the gym, doing crafts and most of all spending time with her family. We
congratulate Becky and wish her many more years of faithful service.

5 YEARS

D'Nea Alexander was recognized January 19 for her 30 years of employment with RVOS. She

Bell County Law
Enforcement
Appreciation
RVOS was a proud sponsor of the Knights of Columbus
Council 3444 49th Annual Law Enforcement Appreciation
Awards held on April 24 in Temple. Pictured (L-R): District
Liaison for State Representative Hugh Shine, Karen
Stagner, RVOS Secretary Jamie Smith, Outstanding
Deputy Sheriff of Bell County Jarred O’Brien, RVOS
President Wiley Shockley and Mary Shockley.
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Safe Boating
boating on the lakes and bays of our beautiful state. I was once an
avid motorcyclist, but I have transitioned my passion to the nautical
pleasures that boating offers. I enjoy fishing, towing skiers, and
cruising the lake at sunset with my wife and friends. My goal for
each outing is to return safely back to shore without an incident.
Any reasonable person would not get behind the wheel of a car
without driver training or learning the “rules of the road,” so why
would anyone get behind the wheel of a boat without proper skills
and safety knowledge? The good news is that there are resources
available for boating too. A boat safety course will provide basic
marine operation, navigation, safety recommendations and updates
to current state boating regulations. Our state requires a Texas Parks
& Wildlife Department (TPWD) certified boater education course to
operate a vessel powered by a motor of more than 15 horsepower; or
a windblown vessel over 14 feet in length. A photo I.D. is required for
any person born on, or after September 1, 1993. Also, children under
thirteen years of age are specifically prohibited from operating a
personal water craft (PWC), unless accompanied by a person at least
eighteen years of age and who is lawfully able to operate the PWC.
For information on boater education courses, you can call (800-7921112) Ext. 4999, or visit www.tpwd.gov/boatered/.

Here is a list of recommendations for a safe boating experience.
• Use common sense. This means operating at safe speeds at all
times. Steer clear of other vessels, and be respectful of buoys
and other navigational aids.
• Use lifejackets. Make sure you have enough lifejackets on
board to accommodate the number of passengers in the
boat. Ensure they are easily accessible for immediate use.
• Be weather wise. Check local weather conditions before
departure. If you notice darkening clouds, volatile winds
and rough waters it may not be wise to go out. If weather
conditions worsen while out on the water, it is better to play
it safe and head back to shore.
• Learn to swim. If you are going to be in and around water,
knowing how to swim is a very important safety factor.
• Avoid alcohol. The intoxicating effects of alcohol impairs
judgement and slows reaction time which is very dangerous
to passengers and others out on the water.
• Do not exceed the number of passengers allowed on your
vessel.
• Make sure all passengers remain in their proper, seated
positions when in motion.
• Turn off the engine while passengers are loading and
unloading for recreational activities (i.e. tubing, skiing, etc.)
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SeasonalFeature
Summer is in full swing.
The smell of sunscreen is in the air!
• Leave a float plan with a responsible person that is not going
out on the water with you. Provide them with information
and details about where you are going and when you plan
to return. In an emergency, a float plan can assist search and
rescue teams.
• Know the waters. Even familiar waters have hidden hazards.
Be sure to purchase maps or charts (if available) of any water
you plan to visit. If possible, ask other boaters or marina
operators about any problem areas
that may not be marked.
I witnessed a scenario that will reiterate the importance of
knowing the waters. The lake that I frequently boat on is difficult to
navigate safely. There are many hidden stumps just underneath the
waterline. Knowledge of this lake is imperative to avoid collision. Last
year, a visiting boater launched his craft, and as he took off, he made
a sharp turn to the left. My wife was standing beside me and I said
to her, “This is not going to go well.” No sooner than I uttered those
words, we heard a loud “knock,” as propeller metal collided with the
hidden wooden stump bringing the vessel to an abrupt halt. Luckily,
another boater came to his aid and as I watched the damaged boat
being towed away I thought, “I hope he has insurance.”

Speaking of insurance, marine coverage is one of the earliest
known forms of insurance. Ancient shipping magnates recognized the
risks of sailing on the seas. They were wise and sought to insure their
cargo and vessels against unpredictable water and weather. Insuring
for risks still applies today. Providing marine insurance for your boat
can give you a peace of mind whenever you cast off.
Marine insurance policies can vary widely in what they cover
based on several considerations. The basic kind of coverages you can
expect to receive are:
• physical damage
• liability coverage
• personal property coverage
• towing and assistance
• coverages for uninsured vessels
• medical payments
• fuel spills
The RVOS General Agency is contracted with four carriers that
offer marine insurance tailored to meet your individual needs.
Potential discounts are offered for safe boaters who have taken
an approved boat safety certification course. Give us a call at 800792-3084 and request a quote from one of our agents. If you are an
existing policy holder, they will be happy to assist in reviewing and
updating your current marine coverages.
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HomeOfficeNews
Election of Delegates
to the 2018 General Convention
Below you will find the By-laws regulating the election
of delegates to the June 17 & 18, 2018 General Convention.
Art. III, Sect. 2. (the section in parenthesis) (Each Delegate, Alternate Art. XIV, Section 5. – To be a Delegate you must attend the Convention
Delegate, or Lodge Officer must have a policy in the Delegate, Alternate Delegate
or Lodge Officer’s own name in order to have a vote, and to be eligible to serve as
a Delegate or Alternate Delegate to the Convention for the Local Lodge.

Art. X, Sect. 3. (a) Only members in accordance with Article III Section 2, of

these By-Laws may become Local Lodge Officers or Delegates. (b) To be eligible
to be elected or to serve as a Local Lodge Officer or Delegate, the individual must
be in good standing and not have been removed from a position by the Local
Lodge or by the Home Office within the preceding six years.

Art. XIV, Section 3. – Each Local Lodge at its annual meeting before the
Convention shall elect from among its members a Delegate or Delegates and
Alternates to the General Convention. Chapter 911 of the State Statutes dictates
that each policyholder in a Farm Mutual Insurance Company shall be entitled to
only one vote in all policyholders’ meetings. Therefore, only one of the named
insured on the policy can be a Delegate. Each Delegate is entitled to as many
votes at the Convention as will equal the number of members of their Local
Lodge. The Local Lodge will elect one Delegate for each two hundred members
and another Delegate for each additional two hundred members. For example, up
to two hundred members, one Delegate; four hundred members, two Delegates;
six hundred members, three Delegates; eight hundred members, four Delegates,
etc. A Local Lodge of less than twenty-five members is entitled to one Delegate
but at Local Lodge expense. Where there is more than one Delegate from one
Local Lodge, the Delegates divide the votes equally. The Local Lodge has the right
to elect an additional Delegate if it attains the required additional membership
on or before December 31st of the year preceding the Convention year and
its total vote will be determined according to its membership on such date as
such membership is determined by Article III Section 2 of these By-Laws. No
Director or Officer of this Association or Adjuster may serve as a Delegate at any
Convention while a member of the Board or Adjuster. Nevertheless, such persons
will be eligible for election or re-election to any office.
Art. XIV, Section 4. – (a) Local Lodge Secretaries must send the Home
Office the names and addresses of their Local Lodge Delegates and substitutions
by January 31st of the Convention year.
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and be seated as a Delegate. He or she will receive mileage from his or her home
to the Convention and back for use of their vehicle and a per diem to cover
expenses because of attendance at the Convention. If it is impossible for the
Delegate to attend the Convention, or fulfill any duties between Conventions,
it is the duty of the Alternate/s to fill the vacancy and attend the Convention,
or fulfill any duties after the convention if your lodge was represented at the
Convention by a seated delegate. The President of each lodge shall have the
authority to appoint an Alternate Delegate in the event that the Alternate
Delegate or Delegates are unable to fulfill their necessary duties between
Convention.

Art. XIV, Section 6. – Each Delegate must present proper credentials at
the Convention signed by the Local Lodge President and Secretary, or must prove
in some other manner that he or she was duly elected.
The name, social security #, address, zip code, and email address (if any) must be
completed on the credential form for both the Delegate and Alternate Delegate.
Both the lodge President and Secretary must sign the credential form. If the
mileage is known it may be completed, if not this can be turned in at time of
registration. Make sure the Delegate and/or Alternate Delegate have a policy in
his/her name. If husband & wife are elected as a Delegate and/or Alternate, they
each must have a policy in their own name. (see Art. III, Sect. 2)

Information concerning recommendations
for amendments to the By-Laws:
Art. XIV, Section 7. – Recommendations for amendments to the By-Laws

must be sent to the Home Office prior to December 15th preceding a Convention
and the Home Office must arrange such recommendations and they must be
published in the March issue of the official publication preceding the Convention.
If recommendations are not submitted by Local Lodges prior to such date, such
matter shall not be considered at the Convention unless it is brought up by the
By-Law Committee. All By-Law recommendations must be voted on at a Local
Lodge meeting and signed by the Local Lodge President and Secretary prior to
mailing to the Home Office.
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